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VANDERBILT UNIVERSXlI

Semol of Uadic:lne
Depe.1'tJlwrt. of Il:lcrob1ology

:Doctor A.H.-H. p~
Ch1er
Sec't1oD ot Endei11O>'o8pid.em1o D1seases
World Bea1th Organ1zaticn
Qem~: Sld.taerland.

b enclosed represents tile :result of a maet1ng bs14 at ~a3hv.ille
last week. It 1s JlWd1:f:ied from tbe ori.g:lrl&l drat""b by tbs elimnat1Cl1l
ot namestor tbe panol:mggestsd.

For obvious masons SabiD and Kop2XmSk1 ara :in a dit~ rent position
£rom the o'tmrs end I "tJIld.srBtand that they ~ short13 proV1(b"ou witb
a jomt statemmt on teclmieal tters. If outside American COIml!m.~ on
their propos.-Us is d3sil'e~ .Imdere, Fax, Paul and Smacbl have been
sQggeBted.

In view of !!Ualmst. ~d1ats departure from Nashvllle~ I ~
decided to send the letter on to you without circulating i'G to ill
members of tba WHOExpert Committee for comlD!mt.. If it Beams ~irab1e"
could this be done by your oUice at Gerew?

I hope tba'& our action may be halpful to you••

Wi.th kind :regards~
Yours s1ncereq:,

(Sgd) F .M. ~t

cc: Dr••A.B. Sabin
Cb1ld.ren~s Research Foundation
Cincinnati, Obio
Dr.• Johu R. Paul
Yale Univers1tv
School of ~d1ciDe
New HaWD,Cannecticut

Dr. Jom P" Fax
Mane lhlvers1ty
School of l~c1ne
lJew Orleans 12:l La.

Dr. Hilary Koprowski
'ZhalIlatar Institute
Philadslpbia" Pa.
Dr. G. nal1dor.f'
National Foundation for
Infantile Paraqsis, Inc.
,301 East 42nd Street
Dr Banry w•. Kumm
Nat10Dal Foundation for
1n!ant.1JePar~s1s, Ino.
new 101* 17$ Nsw York
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VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY

Nashville 5 Tonnessee

School of edicine
Department of Microbiology-

},fay 14, 1958

Doctor A. • Payne
Section of Endemo-EpidemicDi8ea~es
WHO
G!:G!1i ~ Switzerland

Dear Doctor Payne:

On the occasion of a Symposiumon JlWnUnityand Virus Disease at
~lashvUle, three membersof the Ville ExpE:<'l; Conmittee on P liomyelitis,
Doctors Burnet, Paul and Sabin, together with Doctors G. Dandori',
J.P. Fox, H. KoprO'tfSkiand H. u; Kummheld an infonnal discussion on the
conduct of trials of live virus vaccine against polianyelitis with spe-
cial reference to contemplated South American trials under the aegis of
the Pan American Sanitary Bureau.

Doctors Dalldorf and Kwmn both rished to be regarded simply as ob-
servars. On behalf of the others present, r have been asked as Chaiman
of the meeting of the Expert Committee at Geneva, to convey t 0 suggestions
through you to the Director General of WHO. Both are regarded as dea.ling
with necessary consequences of the opinions and recommendations expressed in
the Expert Committee's Report.

I
1. Webelieve 1t is essential that any field tests recognized by

WYf) should make use of virus strains which as far as can be judged by full
Usdts on experimontal animals and by preliminary tests on humanvolunteers
under effective laboratory control, are the best available at the time.

Since the development of live virus vaccines against polio has taken
place wholly in American laboratories, we suggest that in order to imple-
ment the recommendation"!in the report a group of American virologists
interested in the problem should be asked to report to WHO on the bost
currently available strains for live virus immunization against poliomyelitis.

II.. In view cf the ur~ncy to examine the poss1bilit;;r ot using live
virus vaccine as an emer€:encymeasure to block the development of a polio
epidemic in countries with unimmunized child populations tffi Director
General of ",:me is asked to establish appropriate lines of communication
and a previsional organization to allou quick action in association with
local authorities whenever such a situation arises or appears likely to
arise.

Yours sincerely,

(501) F. M. Burnet
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