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VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY
Nashville 5 Tennessse

Sehool of ledicine
Department of Miczdbiology Mgy 15, 1958

Doctor A.M,-¥, Payme

Chief

Ssction of Endemo-spidemic Discases
Worid Health Orgenizaticn

Gemeva, Switserland

Dear Payne:
. The enclosed represents the vesult of a meeting held st Nashwille

last weak. It i3 modified fyom the original draft by the elimimatienm

of names for the pmal suggested.

For obvious reasons Sabin and Foprowski ars in a different position
from the others and I understand that they may shortly provide you with
2 joint statemsnt on technical matlers. If outside Amoricon comment on
their proposale is desired, Enders, Fox, Paul and Smadel have been
suggested.

In view of my almost immediate departwe from Nashwille, I heve
dacided to send the letier on to you without cirsulating it to all
members of the WHO Expert Committee for comsemt. If it seems dosirsble,

could this be done by your office at lemeva?

1 hope that owr action may be bhelpful to you.

Wtk kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

(Sgd) F.M. Bummet

ec: Dr. A.B. Ssbin Dr. Bilary Koprowski
Children's Research medatim The Wistar Institute
Cincinnati, Ohio Philadelphia, Pa.
Dr. Jolm R. Paul Dr., G. Dalidore
Yale University Hational Foundation for
School of Hedicine ‘ Infantile Paralysis, Inc.
New Hawven,Connecticut 301 East 42nd Street -
Dr. Johs: P. Fox Dr. Honry W. Kumm
Tulane University National FPoundation for
School of Medicine Infantile Paralysis, lnc.
New Orleans 12, la, Wew York 17, New Toxk
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VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY

Nashville 5 Tennessee

School of Medicine May 14, 1958
Department of Microbiology

Doctor A. M., Payne

Section of Endemo-Epidemic Diseases
WHO

Genzva, Switzerland

Dear Doctor Payne:

On the occasion of a Symposium on Immunity and Virus Disease at
Nashville, three members of the WHO Expert Committee on Poliomyelitis,
Doctors Burnet, Paul and Sabin, together with Doctors G. Dalldorf,
| JoP. Fox, H. Koprowski and H. W. Kumm held an informal discussion on the
| . conduct of trials of live virus vaccine against poliomyelitis with Spe=
‘ cial reference to contemplated South American trials under the aegis of
the Pan American Sanitary Bureau.
|

Doctors Dalldorf and Kumm both wished to be regarded simply as ob-
servars. On behalf of the others present, I have been asked as Chairman
of the meeting of the Expert Committee at Geneva, to convey two suggestions
through you to the Director General of WHO. Both are regarded as dealing
with necessary consequences of the opinions and recommendations expressed in
the Expert Committee's Report.

: 1. We believe it is essential that any field tests recognized by
WFO should make use of virus strains which as far as can be Judged by full
tests on experimental animals and by preliminary tests on human volunteers
under effective laboratory control, are the best available at the time.

- Since the development of live virus vaccines against polio has taken
place wholly in American laboratories, we suggest that in order to imple-~
ment the recommendations in the report a group of American virologists

- interested in the problem should be asked to report to WHO on the best
currently available strains for live virus immunization against poliomyelitis.

II. 1In view cf the urgency to examine the possibility of using live
virus vaccine as an emergency measure to block the development of a polio
epidemic in countries with unimmunized child populations the Director
Genecral of WHO is asked to establish appropriate lines of communication
and a provisional organization to allow quick action in association with
local authorities whenever such a situation arises or appears likely to
| arise.

Yours sincerely,

(sgl) F. M. Burnet




Dr A. Be Sabin
Children¥s Research Foundation
Cincinnati, Chio

Dr John R. Paul
Yale University School of lMedicine
New Haven, Connecticut

Dr John P. Fox
Tulane University School of Medicine
New Orleans, Louisiana

Dr Hilary Koprowski
The Wistar Institute
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dr G. Dalldorf

National Foundation For
Infantile Paralysis, Inc.
301, Bast 42nd Street
New York 17, New York

Dr Henry #. Kumnm
Natiocnal Foundation For
Infantile Paralysis, Inc.
301 East 42nd Street

New York 17, New York




