August 31, 1957

Dr. Edward M. Opton

Section of Preventive Medicine
Yale University School of Medicine
333 Cedar Street

New Haven 11, Connecticut

Dear Dr. Opton:

In reply to your letter of August 29th regarding the ERK
(embryonic rabbit kidney) line of cells from England that I have been
working with, I should like to say that in view of the tests carried out
by Melnick and Habel very recently we have postponed further work with
these cells until the question of their rabbit origin can be established one
way or the other., At the present time I can say that with reference to
the Echo viruses they do not behave like HeLa cells and with reference
to Adenoviruses they do not behave like monkey cells, thus they appear
to have a very broad spectrum including Polio - Echo - and Adeno viruses.

If, under these circumstances, you are still interested in
these cells at this time I should be glad to see you if you can come to
Cincinnati between September 11 and 14. I do not expect to attend the
Conference in New York at that time,

With kindest regards.

Sincerely yours,

Albert B. Sabin, M, D,
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