
V ITO  M A RCANTONIO 
20th Diet. New York

Congress of tfje ®ntteir States! 
Hou^e of Mepresentatitoes 

OTagfjmgton, B. C.
June 11 19 30

Mr. J .  B. McNamara 
c/o  Leo G allagher 
Los Angeles, C a lifo rn ia

Dea,r J .B .:

We have been very  much concerned, in  th e  I n te rn a t io n a l  
Labor D efense, in  reg ard  to  th e  q u estion  of your removal from Folsom 
P riso n  to  San Q uentin. I  am enclosing  a copy of a  l e t t e r  which I  
have sen t to  John Gee C larke o f th e  Board of P rison  Terms and 
P aro les-o n  th i s i  q u e s tio n . I t  i s  my u nderstand ing  th a t  many unions , 
and in d iv id u a ls  have lik ew ise  p e t i t io n e d  fo r your rem oval. .

The question 'of- moving you to San Quentin i s  one around 
which many groups can be m obilized who could not d ir e c t ly  be in te r ­
ested  in  the larger  Issu es involved in  the McNamara oase without 
th is  f i r s t  step to s t i r  th e ir  im aginations! Building a campaign 
around t h i s .w i l l  g rea tly  strengthen thp more important movement 
around those is su e s , which involves steps which w i l l  help in  
! oving toward Unity of lab or.

However, I  f in d  th a t  o rg an iza tio n s  andindividudLs who 
have taken p a r t  in  th is  movement f o r  your removal to  San Q uentin, 
rece iv e  o f f i c i a l  r e p l ie s  to th e  e f f e c t  th a t  no o f f i c i a l  re q u e s t has 
been made by you fo r  such a rem oval. At th is  p o in t , they become 
q u ite  d isc o n c e rte d , and begin to  wonder w hether they have not per­
haps been duped, and w hether you y o u rse lf ,  from whom" they  cannot 
h ear d i r e c t ly ,  want to  be moved. This se rv es to  dem oralize them 
in  th e i r  e f fo r t s ,  and the doubts th a t  a r i s e  in  t h e i r  minds cancel 1 
the p o ss ib le  p ro g re ss  in  th e i r  education  th a t has been made in  
persuad ing  them to  tak e  p a r t  a t  a l l  in  the movement.

I t  i s  obv io u sly  im possib le  to  r  each and in d iv id u a lly  
convince a l l  th e se  people o f  th e  f a c t  th a t you do want to  be removed, 
th a t  th e  campaign fo r  your removal r e a l ly  has your sa n c tio n , sin ce  
the g r e a te r  number, r e a d  ed o r ig in a l ly  through p u b l ic i ty ,  do not 
inow where to  d i r e c t  t h e i r  in q u iry  on th i s  m a tte r . Many of them, 
of co u rse , a r e  so d isc o n c e rte d  th a t they do not even attem pt to 
in q u ire . Even those who a re  more advanced are  l ik e ly  to  become 
somewhat d iscouraged  s in c e  few can understand why you should not 
make an o f f i c i a l  re q u e s t.

I t  i s  f o r  these  reasons th a t  I 
make such a form al and o f f i c i a l  a p p lic a tio n , 
p u b l ic i ty  a t  th e  time i t  i s  made. Wfth such

want to  u rg e  you to  
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tliem,. the o f f i c i a l s  w i l l  not have the ready excuse th a t only 
people o u ts id e  want you moved, whereas you have re fu sed  to  ask  in  
w ritin g  to  be moved. AU

mJk wh™ r  f 'Under . a11 th ? c ircu m stan ces ,' I  cannot se e , and those 
w ith whp I  have d isc u sse d  cannot see , th a t  an y 'co n cess io n  in

Wha! f oe7er W05 d be «ade by such an a p p lic a tio n . I t  i s  
Jo ? ? t;LCal- f l 0^  but °ne of those p r a c t ic a l  m atte rs  on which r e s t  co n s id e ra tio n s  f a r  su rp assin g  th e  te c h n ic a l  f a c t s .

HR .. . you-.of a l l  men i t  seems to me, because I  have alwavs 
J haP you are one o f th e  most understand ing  o f  human beihp's^ 

shouid give utmost co n s id e ra tio n  to  the  p o s it io n  of t h o s e S A
a n d n ducatfed in  p o l i t l c a l  m a tte rs , who are  puzzled  and bew ildered  
and in  consequence p reven ted  from a c t io n , by a s i tu a  tio n  in  whl oh * 
they cannot p o ss ib ly  be acquain ted  w ith a l l  th e  f a e t s .

With my d eep est f r a te r n a l  reg ard s, I  rem ain.

S in cere ly  yours.

A j  g —
VITO MARCANTON10


