VITO MARCANTONIO
20T DisT. NEW York

Congress of the Tnited States
BHousge of Representatives

Washington, B. €.
June "9, 1939

Mr. J. B. lcNamara
c/o Leo Gal 1er
Los Angeles, California
Dear-J.B,:

We have been very much concerned, in the International
Labor Defense, in I’Pfjw' to the que c.tiﬂn of your removal from Folsem
Pr‘ison to S'm Quentin. I am encﬂo i a copy of a letter which I

sent to
Rpro’,,es‘ n t!
ividuals

of Prison Terms and
my understanding at

.t many unions
ave likewlse petitioned for your removal.
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been made by you for suck
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haps been duped, and whef y )urse'l_,l , from whom they cannot
hear directly, V'znt to be move&. This serves to demoralize them
in their efforts, and the doubts that arise in thelr minds canc
possible progress in thelr education that has been made in
perm A1 them to take part at all in the movement.

It 18 obviously impossible to r aac'v and individually
convince all these people of the fact that you do want to be removed,
that the campaign for your removal revﬂv has your sanction, since
1e greater mmw“ reached ori inally through publi
w where to (Lirect their incuiry on this .tter. Many of thenm,
of course, are so disconcerted that they do not even attempt to
inquire. Zven those who are more advanced are li]fely ‘cn oecore
somewhat discouraged since few can understand why you not
make an official request.
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them, the officlals will not have the ready excuse that only
peovle outside want you moved, whereas you have refused to ask in
writing to be moved.

Under all the circumstances, I cannot see, and those
with whom I have discussed cannot see, that any concession in
principle whatsoever would be made by such an application. It is
purely a practical guestion, but one of those practical matters
on which rest considerations far surpassing the technical facts.

You of all men it seems to mne, because I have always
felt that you are one of the most understanding of human beings,
should give utmost consideration %o the vosition of those not so
well educated in political mtters, who are puzzled and bewildered,
and in consequence prevented fpom action, by a situetion in which
they cannot possibly be acquainted with all the facts.

With my deevest fraternal regards, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

VITO MARCANTONIO



