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Dear Alber-t.,

I have just gone over my card file on cases of St. Louis en-
caphalitis from Kern County, California for the past several years and
find rat.her disappointing results, al.t.hough we have not dug out the
serum speci.mens yet to determine the amount of serum present. I had
forgotten that during the last two or three years there had been a very
101'[ incidence of the disease, and we have only one or two cases each of
tr.ose years. Previous to that ~e had a larger n~~ber of cases, but I
considered them as having been held for such a long period of time that
most of the sera were discarded in California. I am, therefore, not
very· optimistic about bein,z able to furnish you vrith very much in the
"\V3::/ of paired sera fr-om these cases. I shall let you know def1nitely
as soon as we :;et the specimens out and after we have taken out the anourrt
I'm need f'o r checki ng then against j ap B and. st. Louis simultaneously.
Hovrever, I have t.hi,s sug;~~estion to make which might be helpful. There
has been a very hi.gh incidence of the disease in California durinG the
past summer, and all of the spe c'imens have been tested by Ed Lennette at
the California Stat.e Depar-tment of ?ublic Health. I would sugge sf that you
write to Ed in the event that he nright, have a number of pai.z-s to whi ch he
might. ciire you access. Bill Reeves has not.hi ng since -3.11 the cl l rrlcal,
material from ~~ernCounty, our old study area, is now·being sent to
3d Lennette.

~,iayI remind you that we hope we can get from your own body about
50 cc of serum 'which we can use in the J ap 3 tests. This is to be put up
in s or 10 cc ampoules and frozen. \7e are all ready to GO on this if :{OU
can help us out. 'I'hanks very much,

H/j

~Yours,

N. j:.IcD. £aI1''1on, :,I.1).
Head of Department


