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Abbreviated Treatment Report

Description:

This is a half leather binding with marbled paper covering the boards. The leather spine is decorated with gold
tooling. The marble paper on the boards shows a stone pattern. The text block is sewn through the fold on four

recessed cords. The edges are trimmed and speckled brown. The primary support is a thin beige laid paper, and

the text is printed in black ink.

There are handwritten graphite inscriptions on the front endsheet and also along the bottom edge of the title

page.

Condition:

The book is in poor condition. The leather is suffering from red rot, with substantial abrasion along the board

corners and endcaps. Both boards are fully detached from the text block and the leather spine is starting. The

board edges show losses of the marbled paper, and the board corners are delaminating.

The text block is in fair condition with a superficial layer of dirt throughout. In addition, there are tide lines stains

through the first half of the text block, mostly along the bottom edge. Along the gutter there is evidence of insect
damage with the loss of the primary support. The primary support is in good condition with a good drape. All the

media is stable.
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Treatment Proposal:

1. The leather binding will be consolidated with Klucel G to prevent further deterioration.

2. The text block will be surface cleaned as needed, and any small tears will be repaired.

3. If possible, the leather spine will be fully detached from the text block spine to further consolidate the spine
linings.

4. The detached boards will be reattached with a joint tacking method.

5. If needed, v-hinges along the inner joints will be added to reinforce the board attachment.

6. Once the boards are attached, the original leather spine will be attached with a Japanese paper lining with
flanges, creating a natural hollow tube.

7. The book will receive a Colibri jacket.

Conservation Treatment:

1. The leather binding was consolidated with 3% Klucel G in isopropanol to prevent further deterioration [CF, 20
mins].

2. The text block was surface cleaned as needed, particularly the pastedowns, in preparation for inner hinge
repair using a dry cleaning soot sponge [CF, 45 mins].

3. The leather spine was carefully detached from the text block spine using a combination of a Caselli spatula
and lifting knife in preparation for board attachment [CF, 180 mins]. The original spine linings were brittle and
extremely stiff, preventing the book from flexing properly when opened. These linings were removed with
poultices of 3% methyl cellulose [CF, 60 mins]. Once removed, the spine was lined with a reversible layer of Usu
Gami thin Japanese paper adhered with Zen Shofu wheat starch paste. The text block was then further lined with
Sekishu Japanese paper and a final lining of Ruscombe Paper Mill Offwhite Pale Wove, 65 g/m? [CF, 60 mins].
4. The covers were prepared for board reattachment by lifting the leather along the outer joints using a Caselli
spatula [CF, 40 mins].

5. The covers were reattached to the text block with a sewing extensions method using Londonderry linen thread
[CF, 180 mins].

6. The inner hinges were repaired with untoned Tengujo Japanese paper V-hinges and wheat starch paste [CF,
30 mins].

7. The original leather spine was further consolidated with 3% Klucel G in isopropanol, and in the more fragile
areas with Lascaux 498HV. The leather spine was then lined on the verso with toned Sekishu Japanese paper
with extended flanges using dry wheat starch paste. These flanges were then adhered under the lifted leather on
the boards with wheat starch paste, creating a natural hollow tube. Once the reback was secure and dry, the
lifted leather on the boards was adhered down with dry wheat starch paste [CF, 240 mins].

8. The board edges and corners were consolidated with wheat starch paste [CF, 20 mins].

9. The outer joints were repaired as needed with toned Usu Gami thin Japanese paper and wheat starch paste.
The toned Japanese paper had been previously toned with Golden and Liquitex acrylics [CF, 30 mins].

10. The book received a protective Colibri cover and was housed in a corrugated clamshell enclosure with an
integrated cradle [CF, 10 mins; NB, 120 mins].

Page 2



The Preservation Lab

i17956031_3024_AO01N,
Before Treatment - Upper cover detached.

i17956031_3024_AO02N,
Before Treatment - Lower cover detached.

i17956031_3024_AO03N, Before Treatment,
Upper cover detached and inner hinge broken.

Treatment Report Continued

i17956031_3024_DO01N, After Treatment - Covers
repaired and coLibri cover added to protect the
binindig.

i17956031_3024_DO2N, After
Treatment - Lower cover repaired.

i17956031_3024_DO3N, After Treatment - Cover
repaired and innner hinge repaired.
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