DR. GEORGE BLUMER
168 WHITNEY AVENUE

NEW HAVEN, CONN.

February 5, 1940.

Dr. Albert B. Sabin
University of Cincinnati College of lMedicine
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Dr. Sabin:

I was very much interested in your article on constitutional barriers
to involvement of the nervous system by certain viruses, which appeared in
Science on January 26th.

For many years I have been greatly interested in trichinosis, an
entirely different type of disease of course, and I wondered after reading
your article whether you had given any thought to this disease, because it is
& disease which only occasionally appears when an individual becomes infested
with trichinae. It is only within the last year or two that there has been
general sppreciation of this fact. We used to think of course that when an
individual became infested with trichinse he or she developed the disease
trichinosis, but the recent figures covering the incidence of trichinous infes-
tation meke it quite certain that large numbers of people become infested and
never show any clinical dymptoms. For some time the pathological department
of the New Haven Hospital have been sending a piece of the diaphragm from every
third autopsy to the Public Health Service in Weshington, and up to the present
the examination of these diaphragms by the modern digestion methods have shown

that about 46 per cent of the individuals who come to0 autopsy in the New Haven
Hospital are infested with trichinae.

I wondered if you had given any thought to this, becemse the situation
is quite analogous to that which occurs in some virus diseases, and trichinella
spiralis would be &an easy organism to work with on account of its sige and also
on account of the fact that almost all mammals are capable of infection.

Yours very sincerely,

George Blumer "




