January 5, 1962

Dr. Guillermo Contreras
Instituto Bacteriologico de Chile
Casilla 48

Santiago, Chile

Dear Dr. Contreras:

I am sending you, under separate cover by air mail, a bottle
of HEp 2 cells -~ passage N 10l -- which was seeded with about one
million cells in the regular growth medium but with 20% calf serum,
and the same medium was used for changing the fluid today on January
5. Please let me know whether or not these cells reach you in time
and in satisfactory condition.

1 have titrated in Hela cells the Belgian vaccine that was
brought back by Dr. Holguin. Today, 8 days after inoculation, the
titer for the undiluted vaccine is 107.7 TCD;( per ml. and a control
titration on some of my own vaccine is 107.4 TCDg( which is at least
0.3 logs less than the titer usually obtained. The diluted vaccine, done
at the same time, yielded a titer of 104.8 TCDg( per 0.4 ml. Some-
times the titer in HEp 2 cells goes up a little bit by the 10th day.

I would appreciate it very much if you could let me know about
the incidence of reported cases of polio in Santiago during the last two
weeks in December and the first week in January.

With best wishes and kindest personal regards.

Sincerely yours,

Albert B, Sabin, M. D.
ABS:meh
P. 8. The mailing tube containing the bottle of cells could only be sent air
mail and not special delivery, therefore, if you get this letter before you
get the bottle of cells, be sure to check with the post office because we put
on the outside of the container the Spanish sentence that you suggested:
"MATERIAL BIOLOGICO PARA ESTUDIO POLIOMIELITIS - ENTREGA
INMEDIATA."



