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Dear Dr. Sabin:

I am still a~aiting a reply from LaCasse concerning the J.B.E.
dr~t before replying to Eullin6horst. 1111 send you a copy when I
do reply.

Fortunately I do have some very good friends in Tokyo, and I
received a co y of the 1950 Annual Historical Report, but not through the
Commanding Cfficer of the 406. I read the section concerning the isolation
studies with great interest.

Some of these people had worxed with me the previous year, and
as I had just read your ~anuscript of work dealing with laboratory con-
tamination, I was very strict concerning technique and am sure that the
necessity for such was well impressea upon ~hem.

As allot" t.he1y50 ~solates came from C. tritaen~orhynchus,
ana as t.heywere able to re-o.s oLat,e var-us trom t.ubeeof moe quat,o
suspension, I have only to conclude that here is a prime example of
"f'co l's luck". They v.ere in the right spot at the right t.In;e and
found an abundance of moe qui t oes ni t.hheavy virus infectio_s. Nhat
other explanation can there be? In 1949 there were 1500 cases of J.B.E.
in all of Japan, and in 1950 there were 1500 cases in Tokyo alone in
the space of but a month. Collections were fortunately made when there
were lots of infected mosquitoes flying about.

Their 1951 studies will be intereeting for comparieon if they
continue survey work, and I asaut.ethey will as there is neither the
staff in the virus section for fundanental research, nor the encouragellient
to do it from the C.O.

I am confident that these 406 people t ink that they have
accomplished so::.ethingdue to their" golden touch" that no one else
was able to do. It will be interesting to see the position in the
list of authors that Hullinbhorst decides to take, as he will certainly
not let this paper get out without his name on it - unless I am badlymistaken.

Thanks for your kind answers to my questions concerning
i.e. and i.p. inoculations and bacterial contamination from mosquitoinoculum.

Very s~cerelYlJyours,A:i.. '/~
A.L. Burroughs
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