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Dr. Albert B, Sabin

The Children's Hospital Research Foundation
Elland and Bethesda Aves.

Cineimnati 29, Chio

Dear Doctor Sabin:

I have received your letter of 4 October, concerning the dengue virus.
I have brought this to the attention of the Directors of the National In-
stitute of Health and Dr. Ishii and Dr. Yaoi.

Dr. Ishii stated that he received the informstion that his virus was
Rift Valley fever virus, but that he has the belief that dengue and Rift
V=lley fever virus are the same; that the disease, Rift Valley fever, is
caused in animals and when the virus is transmitted to humans it causes
dengue. He proposed to propound this thesis in his subsequent paper.

In the case of Dr. Yaoi, he stated that he had also received your in-

formation that his virus was rabies instead of dengue, however, he repeated -

his experiments and is convinced that his virus is dengue. He believes
that the virus given to you might well have been a rabies virus, since
rabies was being worked on in the same laboratorye.

These incidents are only parts of an overall picture here that we have
encountered since the beginning of the Occupation and which has led me to
hold Japanese research people, in general, somewhat in contempt. One of our
jobs is to exercise surveillance over all research in medical and associated
fields here and of course we have had to evaluate hundreds of reports. 1
have found that the Japanese do not follow what we call a scientilic method
of approaching a problem. A Japanese research worker sets up a theory or
hypothesis and develops his experimental work, not with the intention of
arriving at the truth, but with the intention of proving that he is right,
thereby enhancing his prestige and nface”, Too often we have found con-
clusions drawn have no relation to basic data when we have been able to.
gain access to that data. In other cases, Wwe have found that the researcher
hag deliberately distorted or altered unfavorable data. This type of think-
ing and this attitude, called "the Japanese way" is part of their indoctri-
nation with the belief of the superiority of the Japanese race, that in-
doctrination having been carried out over a period of many generations. It
is not confined to research in medical fields. After many discussions with
other Sections which are concerned with Japanese research in other sciences,
We have found thet the same general attitude holds in all fields of research
here. It has led to many ridiculous things; such as the Japanese idea that
typhoid vaccine would not protect against typhold in Japan. We of course
have shown them they were wrong, in that our immunization program with po-
tent vaccine, which is so far only about 55% completed, has already reduced

* «typhoid morbidity 86%.
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Part of this difficulty is in the Japanese way of thinking, which
is hard for an occidental to understand. A Japanese life is governed by
a rigid system of obligations which are tied up with his prestige or
"face", which is the all important thing to a Japanese. To admit that
he is wrong is intolerable, even in the slightest instance, because it
means loss of "face" and a failure in his obligation to his name. This
way of thinking led to charges of deliberate falsification in diplomatic
dealings on the part or the Japanese. In their own eyes, it was not
falsification but preserving “iace”. Obviously, a letter or this kind
cannot go into a dissertation on Japanese psychology, but I can assure
you that you cammot deal with with Japanese scientists on the same basis
in which you would deal with occidentals, because they do not think as
we do, nor do they hold the same set of values in what we consider
scientific integrity. I would therefore caution you or anyone else in
America who are dealing with Japanese research activities to accept their
work with the greatest of caution and only after confirmation on your own
part. '

I have been very frank in dealing with the Japanese scientié%s here
on this matter and have pointed out repeatedly that they must change _
their way of thinking and that if their work is to be accepted by scientists
in other countries they must follow accepted scientiiic methods and that
their work must stand up and be subject to confirmation by workers in other
countries or they and their work will be deservedly held in contempt. The
Japanese can only react to such a ruthless approach, because the tnreat
of peing held in contempt to them is the most terrible thing that could
happen, and is the only threat and weapon I know of that will cause them
to change their methods and to develop a real sense of honesty and truth-
fulness.

We are trying to develop the National Institute of Health as the
foremost research institution in Japan and are keeping it under close sur-
' veillance. We are going to institute this coming April a course in re-
search methods and scientific ethics for selected young men. I am con-
vinced that we will make no progress with the present generation of re-
search men. They are too firmly fixed and have lived all their lives
under the old "Japanese way'. We have had a similar major problem in at-
tempting to develop ethical standards among the professions in the prac-
tice of their professions. Again, we Iust concenurate on the young men,
because the older men are hopeless. They simply do not understand what
we mean by ethicel conduct in the practice of their profession. A screen-
ing board is being set up in the Institute to attempt to evaluate Japanese
papers submitted for publication, in order to publish pepers which are
factual so far as it possible to do so. However, I again caution you in
your correspondence with Japanese scientists to accept statements only
after you yourself have been able to confirm them.
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Please keep in touch with me and I would appreciate your calling my
attention to any furtier incidents of this kind. I am most g?ateful for
your letting me know about this work of Dr. Ishii and Dr. Yaol.

Sincerely yours,

s CRAW o SAMS
Brigadier Gengfral, lledical Corps
: ief




