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Abbreviated Treatment Report

Description

2025-03-04
2025-09-17
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Photodocumentation
Jessica Ebert
20

Exhibits
Matthew McCoy
655

Storage & Handling
Matthew McCoy
275

Treatment
Jessica Ebert
10

This item is a framed photograph of Irene Joliot-Curie, daughter of Marie Curie from the Oesper History of

Chemistry collection. The photograph appears to be a matte collodion print and features an embossed stamp in
its bottom right corner that reads “Dora Horowitz K.6. | Wien |. | Stubenring 2.”. The photograph is mounted with
an unknown adhesive along its top edge to a thick, off-white paper back mat. The back mat features a simple
embossed border surrounding the photograph and features an ink inscription below the photograph from Irene
Joliot-Curie herself that reads “To the students of chemistry | of the University of Cincinnati | I. Joliot Curie”. On
the verso of the back mat in the top left corner is a graphite inscription which reads “annee(?) | 1936”. There is
also an ink inscription on the back mat’s verso below the embossed boarder that reads “Return to | Ralph E.
QOesper | University of Cincinnati”. The photograph is framed in a simple slim wooden frame with a cardboard
backing board, held in place by six diamond-shaped metal inserts. The back of the frame features metal hanging
wire attached through eye hooks that have been screwed into the frame, as well as two pieces of cloth tape
attached to the bottom two corners. There are two clear resin bumpers attached to the bottom corners of the
cardboard backing board.

Condition

Overall, the photograph is in good condition. It is slightly curled, but only minimally. The back mat is in fair
condition, suffering from minimal surface dirt and some slight staining throughout. The original frame, although
not archival as the cardboard backing is acidic, is in fair to good condition. On its back, there is a layer of tan
acidic paper adhered around the frame’s border with an unknown adhesive, likely leftover from where a paper
dust cover was removed.
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Treatment Proposal

1. De-frame the photograph. The six diamond-shaped metal inserts will need to be removed to safely remove the
photograph. They will also need to be put back in once the surrogate is placed inside the frame.

2. Surface clean the back mat with an Absorene soot sponge prior to scanning.

3. Scan the photograph and back mat, as well as the “Return to Ralph E. Oesper” ink inscription on the verso of
the back mat.

4. Print the following surrogates:

« 3 to-scale surrogates of the photograph and back mat; one of these will be placed in the original frame, and the
other two will be put into matting systems to go on display.

« 3 surrogates of the “Return to Ralph E. Oesper” inscription; one of these will be to-scale to be attached to the
back of the original frame (new backing board), and two will be slightly larger. One of the slightly larger
surrogates will be housed in the matting system for exhibition, and the other will be added to the matting system
containing the original photograph.

5. Clean the original glass from the frame with distilled water and a microfiber cloth.

6. Place one of the surrogates of the photograph and back mat in the original frame. Replace the original acidic
cardboard backing with new corrugated board and reinstall the six diamond-shaped metal inserts that were
previously removed. Attach the to-scale surrogate of the “Return to Ralph E. Oesper” inscription to the verso of
the new corrugated backing board roughly in the placement of where the original inscription is located on the
back mat. Also, attach a surrogate note to the verso of the new corrugated backing board.

7. Construct two matting systems to be used in the surrogate displays with the following specifications:

» One matting system will feature a single window and will only contain a surrogate of the photograph and back
mat. Place the surrogate in an L-sleeve and mount it using photo corners and edge strips for additional support.
 The other matting system will feature two windows: one for a surrogate of the photograph and back mat and
another smaller window below this for one of the slightly enlarged surrogates of the “Return to Ralph E. Oesper”
inscription. Both surrogates will be placed into L-sleeves and mounted using photo corners and edge strips if
necessary for additional support.

8. Construct a final matting system for the original photograph and back mat. This system will feature a single
window, magnetic closures, and a cover mat. Place the original photograph in a polyester L-sleeve and mount it
using photo corners. The remaining enlarged surrogate of the “Return to Ralph E. Oesper” inscription will also be
placed in an L-sleeve and will be attached to the inside of the cover mat using double sided tape. House this
matting system in a manuscript folder for long-term storage.

Treatment

1. The diamond-shaped metal inserts were carefully removed in order to remove the backing board and the
photograph [JE, 5 min].

2. The back mat was gently dry surface cleaned with an Absorene smoke sponge prior to scanning [JE, 5 min].
3. Three to-scale surrogates of the photograph and original back mat were printed. Also, three surrogates of the
“Return to Ralph E. Oesper” inscription were printed, one surrogate to-scale and the other two slightly larger. All
surrogates were printed on a P5370 Epson pigmented ink jet printer on Epson Doubleweight Matte paper [MM,
130 min].

4. The original glass from the frame was cleaned using distilled water and a microfiber cloth [MM, 5 min].

5. One of the surrogates of the photograph and back mat was placed into the original frame. The original acidic
cardboard backing was replaced with a stack of boards to achieve the appropriate thickness. The stack
consisted of a piece of 2-ply Strathmore Museum mat board on the inside, then a piece of 10 pt. Bristol board,
followed by a piece of unbuffered Peterboro Photo white mat board, which comes into direct contact with the six
diamond-shaped metal inserts. The to-scale surrogate of the “Return to Ralph E. Oesper” inscription was
attached to the verso of the new backing board stack in the bottom right corner using Jade 403 PVA. A surrogate
note was also attached to the verso of the new backing board using PVA [MM, 80 min].

6. For the additional surrogates, two matting systems were constructed for upcoming displays using Rising
Museum Antique mat board, Tyvek tape, and Jade 403 PVA. All surrogates were placed into individual polyester
L-sleeves prior to mounting.

* The first system features a single window and displays one of the surrogates of the photograph and original
back mat, mounted using Lineco archival polypropylene mounting corners and strips. Ten Rare Earth magnetic
closures were inlayed into the system, adhered using Tyvek tape and PVA.

* The other system features two windows and displays two surrogates: one surrogate of the photograph and
original back mat and one of the slightly larger printed surrogate of the “Return to Raph E. Oesper” note in a
window below the photograph surrogate. Both surrogates were mounted to the back mat using Lineco archival
polypropylene mounting corners and strips. Eight Rare Earth magnetic closures were inlayed into the system,
adhered using Tyvek tape and PVA [MM, 440 min].
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7. A final matting system was constructed for the original photograph and back mat featuring a window mat and a
cover mat. The system was constructed using unbuffered Peterboro Photo white mat board, Tyvek tape, and
PVA. The original photograph was placed in a polyester L-sleeve and mounted to the back mat using Lineco
Archival Polypropylene Mounting Corners. The remaining enlarged surrogate of the “Return to Ralph E. Oesper”

inscription was also placed in a polyester L-sleeve and was attached to the inside of the cover mat using 3M 415
double sided tape. The system also features fifteen rare earth magnetic closures to keep the matting system

secured. The matting system was placed in an archival manuscript folder for long-term storage [MM, 275 min].

Total Treatment Time
Approximately 15.75 hours
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The Preservation Lab Treatment Report Continued
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notcat3087 3087 SURO02N-1000dpi - note on the verso of the
photograph written by Ralph Oesper

Surrogate scanning by Jessica Ebert
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