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Mr. J.J. McNamara, No. 25315,
San Quentin, Calif.

Dear Sir and Brother:-

Your letter of the 12th inst. was received by
me at Headquarters this morning, on my return from Washington, and I
note what you have to say relative to the general situation as it
affects your case and what you would like to have done.

I note what you have to say relative to the
publicity seekers and I want to say that I am in perfect accord with
your views, I would dislike very much to see any of those kind of
fellows get mixed up in the case, as in my opinion they would do
it more harm than good. I want to be helpful in doing something that
will be of real help and realizing that it is a hard matter to go into
thie matter thru correspondence, I had decided to wait until Nockels
and yourself had gone over the matter thorcughly and had arranged for
him to advise me as to your wishes and what, in his opinion, was the
best thing to be done, and then to set about doing it. That I think
is the best thing for us to do, and while there is a possibility that
some of the men that you object to, being connected in some slight way,
I will say after I have heard from Nockels, I will do my best from this
end to see that they are eliminated.

My information is that Nockels has secured a
vacation on pay from the Chicago Federation of Labor. I spoke to
him about the other expense and he informed me that that was being
taken care of. My reason for asking him was, to make sure that it
was taeken care of and if not, I would take steps to see that this was
done. I am not just exactly clear as to what the exact scource from
which he expected to get the expense, but I will make it my business
to find out, and if it is not satisfactory to you, I assure you that
steps will be taken to arrange matters so that they are agreeable to
all concerned and especially yourself, who has the most at stake.

You mention in your letter that the indictments
are the main thing and I agree with you on this and after you have
reached your decision with Nockels on the best thing to do, we will
get busy. You mention in your letter that the matter rests largely
with the two State Bodies. I take it for granted that that means, the
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Statee of Califarnia and Indiana. I like you, realize that it is a

full man sized job to handle this proposition in a successful manner,

but I am going to try to lend my aid to make it a success and intend

to be guided largely by your opinions and advice in this matter,so

don't hesitate to tell Ed just what you think is the best thing to be

done. I would much prefer that the matter is handled in that manner,

al xiﬂrou are correct, I have a certain abhorence for extended communication§
I used to be strong for writing long letters but gave that up years ago.

You mention in your letter that you presume that your last
letter did not come to hand until I had written you from Chicago, but
so far it has not reached me yet. It has either been lost or fatled
to reach Headquarters somehow. You might inquire and maybe it got
delayed on your end. The last communication I had from you was around
January 6th.

I suppose that Scahill will be up to see you shortly aftef
you receive this letter and you can send any word along with him that
you may have when he comes East. We had originally planned for the
Executive Board meeting to be held on May 5th, but today we are wiring
our Board Members that the meeting has been postponed until May 13th,
on account of several important conferences that are to be held at
the Executive Council Meeting of the American rederation of Labor, in
Washington during that week, at which there are several matters which
vitally affact our International Association,to be taken up.

Getting back to the question of finances, I would much
prefer our International Association financing anything that was done
in preference to letting a lot of notoriety seekers butt in on
something, especially those whose presence are connected in any way
with the matter would be a big set-back. I am referring now largely
to a bunch of self appointed saviors for the unfortunate who happen
to be in hard luck, and who manage to eak a living out of somebody
else's unfortunate circumstances. You know what I mean and what I refer
to, so you can guess the rest. You can rest assured th3t I do under-
stand your position as before stated, from personal experience, and I
am anxious and desirous to doing anything I possibly can to assist you
in securing your much desired relief. Do not hesitate to freely advise
withme as to the best thing to be done and who to do it. You can rest
agsured that if 1t is in my power, I will at least make a good honest
effort to see that vour wishes are complied with and respected.

I have been kept very busy since the first of the year doing
my beet to meet the urgent demands that are made upon me and should
you think at times that I am a little slow in my correspondence, just
overlook it, as I assure you it is not onaccount of me forgetting you.
Everything is going along fairly well with me, and I am beginning to
get back in good health again. I am stout enough looking, but a long
ways from being any ways like I formerly was. I don't know when I will
be able to get out that way to see you but will make the trip the
first time the opportunity presents itself.

Best wishes and kind personal regards, I am.

Fraternally yours, )

PJM/FM eral President



