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Abbreviated Treatment Report

Description:

The is the first edition of Samuel Pozzi’s Traité de Gynécologie Clinique et Opératoire, written in French and
published in 1890. This is a full cloth binding with the title stamped in gold on the upper board and spine. The

edges of the boards are beveled on the exterior only. The text block is sewn through the fold on three recessed
cords. The primary support is a wove, machine-made paper.
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Condition:

This volume is in poor condition. While the upper and lower boards remain attached, the text block is broken in
several places, including along the upper third and the center of the text block. The spine linings are very brittle,
as are the recessed cords. There is some dirt and grime throughout the binding, especially along the top edge.
This volume has incurred water damage in the past and has substantial tideline staining along the bottom half of
the text block. The primary support is in good condition.

Treatment Proposal:

1. Dry surface clean the head of the text block.

2. Consolidate spine with WSP and line with several layers of Sekishu.
3. Consolidate board corners with WSP.

4. Colibri cover.

5. Corrugated clamshell with integrated cradle, include handling warning.

Treatment:

1. The head of the text block was dry surface cleaned with an Absorene smoke sponge. Additionally, any areas
receiving treatment were dry surface cleaned with an Absorene smoke sponge prior to treatment [JE, 10 min].
2. The acidic paper lining on the text block spine was mechanically reduced with a Casselli spatula. The text
block spine was then consolidated with strained, thick wheat starch paste. The spine was then lined with three
layers of Sekishu linings. Prior to attaching the linings, the spine was pasted out with Zen Shofu wheat starch
paste and the Japanese paper was pasted out with a 4:1 mixture of wheat starch paste and A4M methyl
cellulose. A final lining of a dark direct-dyed CK Color Kozo series 17gsm Japanese paper was adhered to the
spine with wheat starch paste [JE, 85 min].

3. Two small portions of the cloth on the spine of the binding were mended with Tengujo Japanese paper and
wheat starch paste. One area was stabilized to prevent detachment, while another small fragment was
reattached [JE, 15 min].

4. The outer joints were mended with dark direct-dyed CK Color Kozo series 17gsm Japanese paper and wheat
starch paste. The bridge mends were placed both under the lifted book cloth on the boards and on top of the joint
area and then onto the spine of the text block. One portion of the spine that had become detached was hinged
back onto the board with the same Japanese paper [JE, 45 min].

5. The board corners were consolidated with wheat starch paste [JE, 5 min].

6. The upper and lower inner joints were reinforced with buff Tengujo Japanese paper v-hinges. Inner v-hinges.
The breaks throughout the text block were further stabilized with wheat starch paste and Usu Gami Thinnest v-
hinges, as needed [JE, 105 min].

7. A ColLibri cover was placed on the volume to protect the spine fragments during handling [JE, 20 min].

8. A corrugated clamshell enclosure with an integrated cradle was created for long-term storage and handling of
the volume [NB, 145 min, JE, 10 min].
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The Preservation Lab Treatment Report Continued

1106788899 2967 AOIN - Before treatment, portions of the original cloth spine piece are lost. The
text block is completely broken into three sections and the original spine linings are brittle.

1106788899 2967 DOIN - After treatment, the volume was stabilized by removing the brittle spine
linings, lining the spine with multiple layers of Japanese paper, including a final layer of pre-toned
paper to match the cover, and stabilizing the outer joints. A CoLibri cover was placed on the volume
to protect the fragile remaining spine fragments.

Photographic documentation by Jessica Ebert
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