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Abbreviated Treatment Report

Description 
This is a collection of three small maps. The maps (which will be numbered 1, 2 and 3) are described as follows: 
Map 1: Map Illustrating the plan of the defences of the Western & North-Western Frontier 
This is a 23” x 17 3/8” (H x W) map printed in black ink onto cream (1), medium (1) thickness, smooth wove 
paper. It depicts the Mississippi River and its tributaries around the time of 1837, showing various towns, military 
forts, and American Indian territories.

Map 2: Map of the Route passed over by an Expedition into the Indian Country in 1832 to the Source of the 
Mississippi. 
This is a 17 ½ “x 20 1/8” (H X W) map printed in black ink onto beige (1), medium (1) thickness, smooth wove 
paper. It depicts the route of an expedition through American Indian territories in 1832 to the source of the 
Mississippi River, showing various settlements, rivers, lakes, and territory boundary lines.

Map 3: The Mississippi River from its mouth to Cairo, showing New Orleans, Memphis, Fort Wright, Island 
Number Ten, Columbus, Etc. 
This is a 15 ¾ “x 10 ¾ “(H x W) page from the May 10, 1862 Harper’s Weekly publication, printed in black ink 
onto beige (1), medium (1) thickness, smooth wove paper. The recto of the page depicts a map of the 
Mississippi river from Cairo, Illinois to its mouth, split up into four vertical sections side by side. It shows various 
towns, settlements, rivers, and lakes. The verso of the page depicts the left half of four printed images, showing 
Yorktown, Gloucester, and military scenes of the period.

All three maps arrived unhoused.



Condition 
Map 1 is in poor condition. It has three vertical and three horizontal creases from being folded, and lightly creased 
corners. There are multiple small tears along the edges, and a ~1/8th inch strip that spans the bottom 3/4ths of 
the right edge appears to have been trimmed off. It suffers from tideline staining, particularly along the bottom of 
the map, and has surface dirt throughout.

Map 2 is in poor condition. It has three vertical and one horizontal creases from being folded. There are multiple 
significant tears along these creases, ranging from roughly 2” to 8”. There are multiple small tears along the 
edges of the map, and a small portion of loss along the top edge, left of center. There is staining along the top 
edge of the map, and surface dirt throughout. Offsetting can be detected in the shape of the printed images from 
where the map was folded over onto itself.

Map 3 is in fair condition. It has one horizontal crease from being folded. There is a ~2 ½ “tear starting from the 
right side of the crease. There are two small tears along the edges, one on the left edge and the other on the top. 
There is a small stain near the bottom right corner of the recto, and there is surface dirt throughout.

Treatment Proposal 
1. Surface clean using an Absorene Soot Sponge.
2. Locally humidify creased folds with a water pen and flatten with a pressing stack.
3. Repair tears with Zen Shofu wheat starch paste and Kozo tissue.
4. House each unfolded map in individual ultrasonic welded Mylar polyester L-sleeves, with a buffered Dove
Grey backing support.

Treatment 
1. Maps were surface cleaned in the unprinted regions using an Absorene soot sponge to reduce loose and
engrained dirt [MM, 30 min].
2. Creases and folds were locally humidified using a water pen and flattened using a pressing stack under
weights [MM, 20 min].
3. Tears were repaired using Zen Shofu wheat starch paste and toned Japanese Kozo tissue [MM, 185 min].
4. Individual L-sleeves were constructed by sonic welding two pieces of 4-mil Mylar polyester together for each
map. A buffered Dove Grey backing support was added to each L-sleeve [MM, 120 min].

Total treatment time: Approximately 6 hours [MM, 355 min]
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