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July 2, 1954

Dr. Karl Habel

National Microbiological Institute
National Institutes of Health
Bethesda 14, Maryland

Dear Karl:

Your letter of June 22 arrived while I was out of town and I regret the
delay in replying to it. Your projected program on the "Biology of Poliomyelitis"
appears very well organized and I shall be very glad to participate. I should
like, however, to change the title and the scope of the communication which you
suggested for me for the session on "Poliomyelitis virus variation". The title
on which I should like to speak is: "Characteristics and genetic potentialities
of experimentally produced and naturally occurring variants of poliomyelitis virus".
It seems to me that what is of particular importance at the moment and the near
future is no longer the fact that variants can be produced by in vitro and in vivo
techniques but rather thei r characterization and genetic potentialities on further
propagation in various hosts and tissue cultures. I have already accumulated
and am continuing to accumulate a large amount of data on this subject and I
would appreciate it if the allotted time for presentation could be 30 minutes rather
than 20 minutes. :

With regard to your suggestion that I participate in the session on "Immun-
ization against poliomyelitis', I should like to say that I would be glad to partici-
pate but would prefer to do so under a specific title rather than as a discussant.
The title that I would like to speak on is "Immunization of chimpanzees and human
beings with avirulent strains of poliomyelitis virus''. I can squeeze it in in ten
minutes but, needless to say, at least fifteen minutes would be more desirable.

~ You said nothing about whether or not the New York Academy of Sciences
or the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis will cover the cost of attending
this Conference in New York. If you have any information on this matter I should
be very glad to have it. Otherwise I shall make a personal inquiry from the
National Foundation as to whether or not they will provide funds to cover my travel.
With all good wishes and kindest personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

ABS/jcs Albert B. Sabin, M.D.



