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Mr. J. J. McNamara,

San Quenton, Cal.

1
Dear 8ir & Brother:= 5 =

Your letter of December 31st receivead by me at

Washington on January 7th, and I have been waiting to acknowledge
reccipt of same until 1 could get in touch with Nockels and go into the
matters contained therein. I have Just returned from Chicago today
after an absence of over a month from headquarters.

Nockels is of the opinion that he will not be able to
go to the coast until after the April election, and he is very doubtful
that he will be able to make the trip them. He expldined to me that the
original program was for him to get a three months vacation with pay, from
the CRicago Federation of Labor, and that during this vacation period,
which he expécted to spend in California, that he would ge into your case,
but since the inauguration of the new labor party in Chicago, aswell
as the Labor Mper that has been started by the Chicago Federation of
Labor, they have found it impossible %o go ahead with their former
plans. Nockels as well as Fitzpatrik are very busy engaged on both of these
propositions, and will be for some time to come.

In my talk with Nockels he suggested that the best thing
to do, was for me to go out and personally talk things over with you, and
then after I return the plan could be mapped out and gone into according
to your wishes, this I will be elad to do, but with the way things are at
present shaping themselves, 1 will be unable to get to the coast for a
month of two at the least. Nockels explains that it was not the intention
that any money be given to Darrow, andthat Darrow was willing to do what
he could gratis, but as it is your desire that he have nothing to with
the case we shal] be glad to see that your wishes are respected. I
feel like you do, thaf if 4ttorneys are to be employed at the expense
of our organization that we should be the ones to decidé who they should
be, or course in conjunction with yourself.

3 Now as to the Johansen matter, he is not or has not to
my knowledge raised any funds, and if 1 hear of him doing so, I will
promptly notify him to cease workinz on any proposition of that kind.

Anybhing that is done you will be full¥ advised on,
as it is my desire to see that the matter is handled according to your
plans and ideas, I assure you that anything that I can do, I will gladly
do, and I will advise you of any information that I receive from time to
time.

Trusting that this finds you well, and with best wishes,

Fraternaliy yours,



