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June 3, 1981

Dr. Frank T. Perkins
Chief, Biological Standardization
World Health Organization (L407)
1211 Geneva 27, SWITZERLAND
Dear Frank,

I am writing this letter because Heloisa's son who is with the Ministry of
Finance in Brasilia called her yesterday to say that the national polio mass
vaccination which was supposed to be carried out in June had to be postponed
because the vaccine that was bought from Yugoslavia was found to be contaminated
Ylith a fungus, OrdinariJ-y I woul d do nothing about it until mote specific information
was available, however. about a month ago a visitor from Yugoslavia told me that
Dr. Stojkovic has retired and left the vaccine production institute in Belgrade.

I wonder if you have any information about any change of responsibility for
vaccine production in Belgrade and if so, whether the new responsible person
fulfills the requirements for this job. In any case I find it difficult to
understand how a big lot of vaccine could escape detection of contamination with
a fungus. I have no information whether all vials were contaminated or any more
detai1s. I thought this may be an occasion for checking lnto the new personnel and
operating procedures at the Belgrade vaccine institute.

Kindest personal regards.
Sincerely,
-v"Ih b.e-.A--

Albert B. Sabin, M. D.
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